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Veteran's Airlift
Command:
Meeting the
Aviation Needs
of our Nations

Newest Veterans

Submitted by Enca Taylor, LIGSW, VAFSHCS and Caliny
Slanchard, LICSW, WAFSHLS

Weteran's Aidift Command provides air transportation
far medical and other compassionate purposes fo
wiounded warriors, veterans, and their families
through a national mebwork of wvoluntesr aircraft
owmers and pileds. The crganization was founded by
Walter Fricke, who knows first hand how imparant i
is o have family nearby to provide support when
recovering rom & serous inury.  Veberan's irlif
Command was established i July of 2008 and Nlew
e first mission i Movermnber of 2006 Since that
time, they have flown cver 50 additional missions and
respond to daily requests from Waher Reed Medical
Center, The organization now has over 230 aircraft
and 300 wvolunteer pilots avalable to transport
weterans. The woluntesr pilots and those who
wvolunteer their aircraft donate their time and the cost
of operating the aircraft, such as fusl and the cost of
using an airpert  This is estimated to cost the
voluntears at least 31000 a trip. Mr. Fricke slates tha
responsa fo donate time and aircraft has been
overshelming, “this & family to them”  While
QIFQEF veterans and their BEmilles are graen prcrity
semvice, the arganization will atternpt 1o mest the
travel needs of weterans from other conflicts as
regources became available

“eteran's Aifift Command recently provided a flight
for a weleran's wife and children to fly from Arizona to
Washington fo see her husband, who was
hospitalized a the WA Fuget Sound Health Care
Systern. Cathy Blanchard, the social worker who
arranged the sarvice through Vetaran's  Airlift
Command, stated using the sarvica was “incredibhy
gasy.” She said it took litle fime {o arrange and that
a volunteer pllol had respended 1o he request while
she was on the phone making the inital request for
sefvice She also menbioned that the Family was very
pleased with the service and enjoyed the flight,

To Arrangs a  Flight through  Veteran's  Airlift
Command contact:

LIEA Cares 1-B66-7BA-BE1T (due 1o the iypes of
alrcraft used, this resource i best lor Nights less than
200 miles, but  afterpts  will be made o
accommadate longer flights)

Information about Yeteran's Aidift Command can be
lnated at their website:

werw veteranseirkift. org or by calling (952) 582-24911
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